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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION .
50X1

A, TUnit History

T ’ »
L source learned that the U4l1st
Armd Arty Regt was activated abou C

or 1951 at Chojnice. However,

50X1
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CON€12E§TIAL L4 50X1 .

he had no knowledge as to whether all subordinéte units of the 41st
Armd Arty Regt were activated at the same period or whether these |
subordinate units existed prior to the activation of the regimentgl-

iR

ébﬁ3ﬁ$nmdArty Regt was originally commanded by a ‘ .q
Major Lewanowski (fnu) who was relieved by a Major Somof (fnu) during
October 1952.

50X1

=3

Untll November 1952, the Hv Tk Bn was commanded by a Capt Wiktor Kucz- i
ynskl., 1In November 1952, Capt Bilegus, (fnu) who came from an unknown
armored unit possibly located at Czarne (Hammerstein N 53-41, E 16-56),
was assligned as battallion commander vice Capt Kuczynski, who was then ..
assigned dutles as battalion executive officer.

|

About 2 May 1953, the U4lst Armd Arty Regt with all its subordinate .
unlts moved from Chojnice to Czarne on permanent change of statlon by

rall and vehlcle with the bulk going by rail. The entire troop move-

ment was accomplished in one day. The distance from ChoJjnice to Czarne -
was estimated at 80 km. Source had:. no knowledge of the reason for the "
movement except that perhaps the training area at Czarne was much more ' '
conduclve to armored training and contained several heavy caliber MG's

and artillery firing ranges.

t

B, Training and Maneuvers

1.  Regimental Level Training Aspects

a. Recruit Training

50X1 \ ‘recruits began to arrive at the 4lst Armd

| Arty Regt, 1n small groups for recruit tralning, anywhere from
October to December of each year.
the period from November to February of each year to be the S0X1,
lowest point of a unit's combat readiness, in that members of
the oldest year class were being demobilized and members of
the new year class were being inducted and processed for re- ‘
crult tralning. , '

The 41st Armd Arty Regt usually sent one officer and two NCO's

to the several military regional commissions to escort the
inductees to the regiment. Civililan passenger trains were S
utilized to transport the recruits, who occupled one or two -
reserved cars, The 41st Armd Arty Regt usually activated a .
recruit. Dbattalion for the purpdse of administering and train- _
ing these recruits. An unknown number of officers and NCOs ‘
from the regiment were temporarily assigned to the recruit bat-
talion as instructors.

Upon completlon of their recruit training and oath of service,
which occurred during the latter part of January or durilng

February each year, the recruit battalion was deactivated and

the recruits assigned directly to subordinate units of the reg- .
iment. An unknown number of recruilts were sent each year to ‘
the Armd NCO School of the 9th Ind Med Tk Regt at Slupsk (Stolp

N 54-27, E 17-02) and to AAA, Engr, and Signal NCO schools i

50X1 \ |~ Upon completion of their NCO 50X1
schooling, these recruits. usually returned to the regiment and
replaced those members of the oldest class who were scheduled
for demobilization,

b. Tank Maintenance Training

[l

CONFIDENTIAL

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2013/09/30 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000500180002-5



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2013/09/30 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000500180002-5 '

CONFI?ENTIAL 50X1

At least once a week all tanks and SP guns were lubricated by the
crews and inspected by the units' technical officers and commanders.
Each tank and SP gun had a maintenance booklet, into which the tank
commander entered the number of hours the tank engine 1dled and

was driven, the types of terrailn over which the tank was driven,

and the dates and types of lubrication performed.

Regarding the authorized number of hours an engine could be driven.

50X1 |unit. commanders and technical officers were

governed by dlfferent directilves, according to whether the engine-

hour or tank-use aspect was paramount. 50X1
50X1 \each exploitation tank (Bee section B, 2, b, ( of s

this report for a definition of thils term) normally underwent a
thorough maintenance after belng driven from 250 to 300 engine hours.
Company technical officers would theninspect it and decide whether

1t could be driven an additional 200 engine hours; but a tank could
never be driven more than 500 engine hours before undergoing main-
tenance., On the other hand, a regimental or battalion commander .
conducting tactical tank training had no power to extend the numbe50X1
of engine hours per month for this purpose. |

50X1 the Armored Branch of Service of the Polish Army designated
8 number of hours per month or other period of time for tanks
50X1 and SP guns, and | this monthly period was from

250 to 300 hours. Technlcal officers frequently inspected the
"exploitation” tanks during training and verified the number of en-
gine hours driven on each; and tank commanders were liable to pun-
ishment if thelr tanks showed more engine hours than they were
authorized to be driven for the specified period of one month.

50X1 \ tanks and SP guns requiring a comprehensive type
of malntenance were to be sent to a tank repalr unit at the 41s
Armd Arty Regt at Czarne and possibly to a tank repalr factory.<:
50X1 \ no direct knowledge of any tanks being sent to
tank repalr factorles for a comprehensive type of maintenance.

Source could not give any information concerning the year of manufac-

ture of the tanks and SP guns in the regiment. This information

was not shown elther in the mainftenance booklet or on the tank ‘
50X1 ltself. 50X1
SUXT E

¢, Night Training and Practice Alerts

50X1 \ | the 41st Armd Arty Regt did not conduct any X
tactical fraining during hours of darkness other than practice alerts,
50X1 [several nlght practice Rlerts were called . Dur-

Ing all alerts, all tank crews normally assembled on a nearby train-
ing field, while tanks were leftat the tank park and their motors
not started. The battalion assembly lasted about several hours,
during which the troops were 1nspected by unlt commanders for

proper equlpment and general state of readiness and then dismissed.

a. Maneuvers3'

|the 41st Armd Arty Regt had never participated
in any maneuver as a regiment, He knew that battalion level intra-
regimental exercises were held at various times but could not give
any further details.

50X1

e, Rall Movement of Tanks and Vehicles from ChoJjnice to Czarne
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\ | flat cars were utilized to transport tanks, SP
guns and vehlcles from the regimental caserne at Chojnice to the
training area at Czarne. Troops traveled on regular passenger
trains which were reserved for troops.

(1) Tanks

i only eneJS 2 tank or 122 mm SP gun was
loaded on one unknown-size oar. The gun barrel was always
faced to the rear of theé train, tank threads were loosened
8lightly and blocked with wooden blocks; and steel cable was
used in a criss-cross fashion to secure the front and rear ends
of the tank to the flat car, ‘

(2) AAA

Two or three light AA guns of the regiment AAA Btry, of an
unknown slze, were normally loaded onoone unknown size flat
car and secured with wire cable to the car.,

(3) Other Vehicles

When loading motor vehilcles, three trucks of unknown size
were loaded on two flat cars. The center vehlcle rested on
both flat cars. All motor vehicles were blocked with wooden
blocks and secured with steel cable similar to the tanks.

(4) Loading Facilities

At both ChoJnice and Czarne, concrete, permanent-type ramps
normally found at railroad sidings were used when loading
tanks and vehlcles., Source thought that the tanks were side-
loaded but was hazy on this polnt. He never saw portable tyve
ramps being used in loading or unloading of tanks or other

vehlgcles, ;

';\ the Hv Tk Bn's dally training consisted of prac-

Hv Tk Bn and Armd Ar;y Bn Training

At ChoJnice

tical driving of tanks and vehicles, attending pelitical lectures,
preliminary marksmanshlip training, map reading, constructions of

‘varlous tank obstacles, camouflage of tanks, care and cleaning of

equipment, tank mailntenance, chemical ftraining, operation of signal
equipment and theoretical and practical training on platoon and
company-level tank tactles.

(1) Range Firing

During February 1953, the Hv Tk Bn, together with the Armd
Arty Bn of the 4lst Armd Arty Regt, was sent by troop train
to Czarne for approximately eight days. There, actual firing
was conducted with JS-2 heavy tanks, 122 mm SP guns and the
secondary armament machine guns. All tank and gun crews of
both battallons participated. Afterwards, both batallions
returned to Chojnice. All firin% exercises were observed by
the commander and staff of the 16th Mecz Div and 41st Armd
Arty Regt.

only two unit JS-2 heavy tanks of the Hv
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Tk Bn plus two 122 mm SP guns of, the Armd Arty Bn were taken 8
to Czarne. Only these two tanks and two SP guns were utilized .
and rotated among the gun crews during marksmanship training.

\ ' on command of the tank and/or SP gun
commander, each tank and SP gun crew fired about four rounds
from short halts, under a time limit of abouttwo minutes per
round. Tank mounted machine gun firing was conducted from ..
short halts at towed movable targets in the form of silhouettes,
which were at a distance of about 400 m. Each crew member
fired several short bursts at these sllhouette: targets.

Targets were constructed from wood to resemble bunkers. These
bunkers appeared from the firing points to measure about 180 x

250 ecm. and were placed on the forward slope of a hill and
partially camouflaged with twigs and branches. The range from

the tanks and SP guns during firing was estimated at one kilo-
meter, ’ 50X1

each gun and tank crew was rated on its driv-
erksmenship proficieney/ |

riving
ability was Judged on the way in which crews approached tar-
gets preparatory to firing.

Cp Exerciée

One CP batallion-level exercise lasting about elght hours was
conducted at Chojnice. All officers of the Hv Tk Bn partic-
ipated in the exercise, which involved both simulated offen- 50X1
sive and defensive platoon-level tacties. | \
during the exercise, each offilcer prepared overlays from maps
showing the simulated defensive disposition of his tank platocn

in a wooded area agailnst an enemy infantry regiment belng
supported by tanks.

During theoretical offensive problems agalnst enemy infantry
units supported by tanks, platoon leaders prepared map over-
lays of the positlons they had selected for conducting an
offensive movement for tank support of a simulated infantry
reglment.

The overlays and decisions made by platoon leaders and company
commanders during the exerclse were reviewed and critiqued by
the Hv Tk Bn's commander and staff officers.

Lthe purpose of this CP exercise was to
test the platoon leaders and company commanders on their
ability to adopt appropriate offensive and defensive measures
against enemy infantry unlts which were belng supported by
tanks. 1t also rtested their abllity to properly coordinate
tank and infantry units and to select defensive positlons

and routes of attack from maps.

At Czarne

During tactical tank training at Czarne, each company consistently
used one tank which was deslgnated as being for “exploitation" use.
The Hv Tk Bn had about seven of these "exploitation" tanks, and
only these were utilized for training and driving instructions.

' The rest of the battalion's tanks were designated as "conservation"
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tanks and could not be used for training and/or tactical exercise
without written authority from the commander of the 16th Mecz Div,

the Military District Commander, or the Armored Services Branch of

the Ministry of National Defense. | | the purpose 50X1
behind designating tanks and/or SP guns for "expiéitation" and "con-
servation" was that most of the tanks and SP guns were stored and
preserved from the wear and damage which normally resulted from
training use. : o :

During training, crews of "conserved" tanks rode on vehicles and
elther simulated tanks or observed from vehicles the tactical train-
ing being conducted by one or sevéral battalion "exploiltation" tanks.
Occasionally tank crews were rotated during training, but they still
used the same tanks.

50X1 company's tralning as conslsting of a tank
platoon in defense 1In a woodéd area; 1in offensive movements in wooded
areas, on open terrain, 1in villages and in ambush; crossing streams
and bridges; and conducting preldminary marksmanship training from
short halts or from a camouflaged position.

¢. Chemical Tralning

50X1 L all chem-
lcal training amounted to several hours and was limited to famil-
larization with the Shlem-1 gas mask. He had practiced donning the
gas mask and learned the names of the parts and the mask's effect-
iveness against some toxlc agents such as mustard,lewisite, adamsite,
chloropicrin and tear gases. The EM of the Hv Tk Bn were instructed
to remove their head gear and to hold thelr individual weapons, 1if
armed with carbines, between thelr knees before donning the gas mask.

d. Signal Training-

All radio personnel belonging to tank and SP gun crews were fre-

quently given training on the operation of 10-RK-26 tank radio sets.
50X1 during signal tactlical training, all Hv Tk Bn tarks
‘ an rm rty Bn guns used code names.

regiment usually used bird names as code names.

50X1

Company and higher echelon commanders frequently used a collective
code name when they wanted the attention of subordinate tank com-
manders. Source recalled that the collectlve code names frequently
used represented some well-known geographical features such as a
river, forest, large city or prominent landmark, which were often
connected with thelr current location., Such a collective code name
was changed at least once a day, depending on how often 1t was used
and the length of the tactlical training. Thus, the regimental,
battalion, company or platoon COs could, in theory, communicate
with all subordinate tanks in their respective units if they so
. desired.

Although coordinated tactical tank-alir training was not conducted,
source knew that the Polish Air Force used words like "lightning"
and/or “thunder" as code names., -

During tactical training, all 10-RK-26 radios of the tank compdhy

were tuned 1n on the same frequency. Battalion and regimental com-
manders, however, had two radlos installed in thelr tanks and could

CONF IDENTIAL .
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communicate with subordinate echelons on one frequency and with
higher echelons on another frequency. .

50X1 \ every tank had a radio. In additlon, each tank
carried a flare pistol with 12 colored flares and a set of signal
flags. Instructions for the use of these rockets and signal flags
were changed with each tactical tralning exercise. However, rockets
were never actually used by the crews at any time.

50X1 | | the tank company radios operated only on
one frequency, but each tank company had an alternate frequency. It
was permitted to operate on this only when ordered to do so by the
company commander or in the event of a compromise of the first fre-
quency., :

A subordinate tank commender was permitted to address his immedlate
superior at any time but was forbldden to communicate with other

tanks of the seme unit., As an example, | |if & 50X1
tank commender saw an enemy tank on the flank of his platoon, he

was to call the platoon commander by redio and inform him of the
situation., However, all tank redios would theoretically also be

tuned  to the same frequency; thus, all tank operators would recelve
the same message and be prepared to act on any command received from
the platoon leader,

Each tank radio operator maintained a log or Journal, 1in which were
noted the calls sent and/or received, the operating and alternate
radio frequencles and two call signs and code names. Source could
not recell any further detalled Informetion en this radlo log.

3. Training in Other Regimental Units !

a. AT Btry and AAA Btry Tralning

50X1 | 'the AT and AAA Batteries of the 4lst Armd Arty ‘
Regt conducted marksmanship training at an unknown area in the vi- 50X
cinity of Slupsk for about eight days

S _[targets
consisted of wooden structures which resembled landing craft and
that over-water firing was conducted at an unknown point near the
Baltic Sea. He had no further information on this type of firing.

From,personal observation, source also knew that the AT and AAA
batterles departed from Czarne to conduct training from May 1953 to
September 1953 at some unknown locatlon other than Czarne, the area
where they were then permanently stationed. :

b. Engineer Unilt Training

From personal observatlon, source knew that the engineer platoon of
the 4lst Armd Arty Regt, although permanently stationed at Czarne,
was at Zlocieniec (Falkenburg N 53-32, E 16-00) for training from

May to September 1953. The training area at Zlocienlec was con-
sidered to be better for engineer units since 1t contained many

small lakes and was ideal for constructionof various types of bridges
He had no further information on this type of training within the
regiment and its subordinate units.
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C. Tank and Equipment Demonstration Given by 16th Mecz Div

1.

During 1053,
50X1 a one-day tank and equipment demonstration sponsored by

Tanks
50X1

the 16th Mecz Div at Czarne. The demonstration was held for the

purpose of acquainting Division officers with the various types of

tanks, thelr capabilities, and the other equipment found in Polish
armored units. Source attended the demonstration but limited his
interests to tarks and particularly to the Polish version of the T34 e
medium tank, which,.the lecturer stated, was being produced in Poland5.

Chemlcal Warfare Equipment

Source also observed a chemical display where he saw an urknown type
of instrument, which was to be used by chemical units to indicate
and measure wind direction and velocity prior to the use of toxic
agents. However, he could not describe the instrument. The display
8lso Included several rubberized types of unidentifled protective
coveralls, aprons, boots and gloves, which were to be used by chem-
ical squads during decontaminatlon of small arms, vehicles and tanks.
No further information.

Source recalled the chemical lecturer speaking on the recognition of
toxlc agents by thelr odor and color. In addition, an unknown number
of small bottles were dilsplayed, containing colored liquids which
supposedly represented the colors of various types of gases in liquid
form. Source, however, could not recall any further details on the
toxic agents nor their colors. He had no further information on
chemical training.

Joint-Polish—Soviet'Maneuvers

Source never observed or heard of any Jjoint:Soviet-Polish training
and/or maneuvers.,

D. Unit Supply and Maintenance in the U4ist Armd Arty Regt 6.

1.

Reserves and Storage 50X1

/ source observed

Regimental storage bgildings T+ contalning supplies such as POL,
uniforms, clothing, ©- gas masks and chemical equipment, food, small
arms ammunition, 12.7 mm AA machine guns, tank and SP gun, radios

and equipment, and tank batteries. Company supply rooms were utilized
for storage of 7.62 mm machine guns for tanks. The levels of these
supplles were not know to source.

Source did not observe or believe that a reserve supply of tanks,

SP guns and vehlcles as such was maintained at the Regimental areas.
However, roughly 80 per cent of those tanks, SP guns and vehicles
regularly assigned to subordinate units of the regiments were stored
as "conserved" material; and only 20 per cent were used daily as
"exploitation" vehicles. Storage was at each battalion's vehicle
and/or tank park, which could be a barbed wire-fenced area or a

large bullding located near the unit.

Issue Procedures

Whenever equipment and/or supplies of any nature were needed, company
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commanders submitted written requisitions for the necessary ltems
to the Regimental commander for approval. This approval was required
prior to the items' issue by the Regimental supply sections.

50X1 \ | about five hours would be required for the

41lst Armd Arty Regt to draw the necessary items of armament, equip-

: ment and supplies from various storage points and be prepared for com-
50X1 bat action. | | during such emergency preparations, tank
and 8P gun crews would draw the following items from the Reglmental
storage points: (1) radios-%tb'be installed in both the "conserved"

tanks and "exploitation" tanks needing additional equipment); (2)

12.7 mm AA MGs (to be mounted on tanks and SP guns); (3) two batteries
to be installed one in each tank); (4) POL supplies particularly oil,
to pour into the engines of "conserved" tanks, which were normally

kept drained;; and (5) water and anti-freeze (to service the radiators

if necessary). Crews would warm all engines and check their perform-
ance, test and compare radio operational frequencies with other tanks
of his unit, and draw the necessary 7.62 mm machine guns and ammuni-

tion dnums from the company supply roome and mount them on the tanks.

Hend grenades and flare pistols plus cartrldges were drawn from the

Regimental ammunition storage point as the last of the required items.

‘during one such practice, there seemed to be a
great deal of confusion, and the entire process of drewlng armament
and supplles appeared to be very disorgenized, Supply personnel

seemed to be inadequate and some of the tank crews failed to remember
the appropriate issue numbers of their tanks or equipment and armament.
These numbers had to be repeated to the supply personnel in order to
draw equipment.

50X1

3. Units of Fire for Tank Secondary Weapons and Individual Small Arms 9-

50X1 [ the unit of
Tlre for the tank mounted 7,62 mm machine guns amounted to five drums
of ammunition, with each drum containing 35 rounds. The unit of fire
for 7.62 mm carbine, M1944, was estimated at 15 rounds and that for
the 7.62 mm Tokarev pistol at about 16 rounds.

Each JS8-2 heavy tank carried four fuel tanks, each having a capacity
of 250 liters. Two of them contéained engine fuel, one contailned
engine 0il and one contained water or anti-freeze depending on the
season, ,

4, POL Supply Procedures

‘the tanks and SP guns used a fuelsoxy
called "Gazol™, which he believed to be diesel oil. 1In appearance,

the fuel had the color of tea and was somewhat lighter than lubrica-
ting oil.

50X1

50X1 [ |fuel arrived at the Regimental caserne and at
the tralning areas by raill and that it came in 200 1 metal drums

which were painted gray and marked with unidentified Russian writing.
50X1 |POL tank rail cars at railroad sidings and 50X1
_|this type of rail car was also utilized to ship fuel| |

L J]all POL supplies |
came from the USSR because of the Russian markings on the drums,

50X1

The regiment used its own ordinary trucks to plck up the fuel drums
at the rallroad. The trucks delivered them to the Regimental fuel
dump and to the tank battalion's fuel dump.
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Source had no knowledge of the quantity of fuel that would represent ‘
e tank battalion refill. However, 'a JS-2 tank 50X1
ecould travel from 250 to 350 km, the distance depending upon the

terrain, on the vehicles three tanks' of diesel fuel.

50X1 each tank orew refueled its tank at the Battallon ' “Mﬂ
tenk park bveror rking it. Fuel was pumped into the tank's fuel
tanks directly from the feul drums, with the aid of a hand pump . .
which was fitted onto the fuel drum, Authorization forms were nelther
reguired nor used for refueling & tank. He could give no further
in g;matiqn on the reftll data.of the Armored Arty Bn or travel data
on guns., I , C

Source had observed several large POL tank trucks, the exact size of o
which wae unknown, at the Regimental fuel dump. He believed that these
vehicles were used to tranﬂgcrt POL supplies from the railroad to the.
regimental fuel dump, He did not know to what unit the vehicles

belonged however,

Source had no further knowledge on petroléum supply procedures nor
daid ?z know how the battalion estimated fubure requirements of POL
supplies, o

50x11, See for the organizational structure of the Regiment and
50X1 or a sketech of the Regiment caserne area and descriptions
[ § buildings and installations,
ee

50X1 2, 8 for another report mentloning & tank repair factory.

50Xt 3, See for field exercises at the Military District
level which were known to source.

50X 4, See Fgggggg—for the types and characteristics of signal equipment
which was known to source.

5, SeaJ‘*'gfor g1l details on this tank which were known to source. :
50X1 '
6. Ses for additional information on tank maintenance[::::::::::]50X1"

—h

X1 g, Sae[:::::;;:for the location and description of these installations
es known to source.

sox1 B Comment: 'All information known to source concerning descrip-
( and quantities of uniforms, ¢lothing and individual equipment,

sox1  _Assued to officers and EM will be published in a subsequent report

50X1 g, gee| | for information known to source on ammunition for major
tank weapons. ‘
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